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Welcome to the fi fth annual Monty Lit 
Fest. Our small but perfectly formed 
summer celebration of writing from 
Wales, the Borders and beyond is 
thrilled to be back in person for 2022. 

This year’s programme features 
a fantastically diverse collection of 
authors who, during the course of the 
weekend, will be covering everything 
from crime fi ction to cricket, to food 
writing and farming. All of which can be 
enjoyed in the stunning countryside of 
the Welsh Marches. 

Monty Lit Fest is organised by the 
Montgomeryshire Literary Festival 
Trust. Founded in 2018 by Myfanwy 
Alexander, Simon Baynes and Amanda 
Jenner, Monty Lit Fest has already 
developed a reputation for attracting 
top literary talent. 

One of our key aims is to showcase 
writers who live in, write about and 
are passionate about Wales and the 
Welsh Borders and the diverse range of 
subjects and topics that matter locally. 
But, more than anything, we want to 
help connect writers with their readers. 
We are committed to programmes that 
celebrate a diverse range of writing and 
appeal to a wide range of audiences. 

Our summer weekend festivals 
take place in the historic town of 
Montgomery. We also plan to run one day 
winter festivals in a variety of venues 
across Montgomeryshire to make sure 
we’re reaching as many book-lovers as 
possible across our region. The festival’s 
trustees are all volunteers, supported by 
a wider committee who help to organise 
and run our events each year.

WELCOME TO MONTY LIT FEST 
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VISITING MONTGOMERY 

The historic town of Montgomery lies 
in the Welsh Marches, ideally placed for 
visitors from all directions. Monty Lit 
Fest is centred around Montgomery’s 
Town Hall, together with a range of 
other venues throughout the town. 
For more information about local 
accommodation, where to eat and drink 
and the many other things Montgomery 
and Montgomeryshire have to offer, 
take a look at the Montgomery Wales 
(montgomery-wales.co.uk) and the Visit 
Mid Wales (visitmidwales.co.uk) websites. 

VENUE INFORMATION

The main venue for the event is the 
Town Hall which is suitable for disabled 
access. There are toilets (including one 
suitable for wheelchair access) on site. 
Refreshments will be served on the 
ground fl oor of the Town Hall on both 
Saturday and Sunday. 

BOOKSHOPS

Visitors to Monty Lit Fest’s summer 
2022 event can buy books from not one, 
but two, local booksellers. Oswestry’s 
Booka Bookshop (bookabookshop.co.uk)
will be running a pop-up bookshop at 
Montgomery Town Hall during the 
festival. Montgomery is also home to 
The Bookshop Montgomery, staunch 
supporters of the Festival in the local 
community. 

You can buy tickets online at: 
ticketlab.co.uk/events/montylitfest.com
Or from our website at: 
montylitfest.com
Or in person at: 
The Bookshop Montgomery or The Ivy 
House Café. Limited tickets may be 
available for purchase on the door.

TICKETS 

Follow us @MontyLitFest

KEEP IN TOUCH 

Follow us on social media @MontyLitFest
for all our latest news. For more 
information or press passes please 
e-mail enquiries@montylitfest.com or 
telephone 07817 041014.
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MYFANWY ALEXANDER
Myfanwy Alexander was brought 
up in the hills of Montgomeryshire 
where she returned, not unlike a 
salmon but without fins, to raise 
her six daughters in a thatched 

cottage near Llanfair Caereinion. As a writer and 
broadcaster, she has numerous credits for 
comedy drama and factual programmes, winning 
a Sony Comedy Award for her long-running satire 
show, The LL Files. She is the author of darkly 
comic fiction written in her native language, also 
available in English translation, including the 
bestselling Bloody Eisteddfod and Burning Issue. 
Myfanwy is also a Monty Lit Fest Trustee.

BELLA BATHHURST
Bella Bathurst is a writer and 
photojournalist. Her books 
include The Lighthouse 
Stevensons and Sound, which was 
Book of the Week on BBC Radio 

4. Her books have won or been shortlisted for 
several awards including the 1999 Somerset 
Maugham Award, the Guardian First Book Award, 
the William Hill Sports Book of the Year and the 
Crime Writers’ Association Gold Dagger.

ADAM BEDFORD
Adam Bedford has studied and 
worked in and around agriculture 
for the past 20 years. In his day 
job he represents and advises 
farmers, and in his spare time runs 

the ‘Fieldwork Book Club,’ an online book club 
with 500 subscribers across the world reading 
books on food, farming and the natural world 
and interviews different authors every month. 
Adam lives rurally near York with his family.

HOPE ADAMS
Hope Adams is the pseudonym of 
Adèle Geras who has published 
more than 100 books for readers 
of all ages. She’s written six adult 
novels under her own name and 

has adopted her pseudonym for a different kind 
of book, based on real historical events and 
characters, including 2021’s Dangerous Women. 
Born in Jerusalem in 1944 and educated at 
Roedean School and St Hilda’s College, Oxford, 
she lives in Great Shelford, just outside 
Cambridge and plays for The North in BBC 4’s 
Round Britain Quiz. Her hobbies are reading, 
knitting and watching far too much TV. MARCUS BERKMANN

Marcus Berkmann is the author of, 
among other books, Berkmann’s 
Pop Miscellany and Berkmann’s 
Cricketing Miscellany. He is a 
regular contributor to Private Eye, 

Saga Magazine and the Daily Mail (where he 
reviews books), and wrote a pop column for The 
Spectator before finally running out of ideas in 
2014. He has written columns for the Independent 
magazine, TV reviews for the Daily Mail and 
sports columns for Punch, the Independent on 
Sunday and the Daily Express. He also writes and 
produces fiendish quizzes, and is a regular on 
BBC Radio 4’s Round Britain Quiz.

MATT BROWN
Matt Brown is a broadcaster and 
author of seven books for kids 
that have been sold all over the 
world: four Compton Valance and 
three Dreary Inkling School 

books. In 2020, Mutant Zombies Cursed My 
School Trip won the FCBG Children’s Book 
Award, the only national book award voted for 
entirely by children. Before he became an 
author, Matt presented on some of the UKs most 
popular TV shows, including Nickelodeon, The 
Big Breakfast, and I’m A Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! He has also hosted radio shows on Capital, 
Heart FM and Magic, and made a variety of 
documentaries for BBC Radio. 

MEET THE AUTHORS
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JANICE HALLETT
Janice Hallett studied English at 
UCL and spent several years as a 
magazine editor, winning two 
awards for journalism. After 
gaining an MA in Screenwriting at 

Royal Holloway, she co-wrote the feature film, 
Retreat. Her debut novel, The Appeal, was a 
Sunday Times bestseller, a Waterstones Thriller 
of the Month and Sunday Times Crime Book of 
the Month. Her 2022 follow up, The Twyford 
Code is gathering similar plaudits. When not 
indulging her passion for global adventure 
travel, she is based in West London.

STEVE DOHERTY
Steve Doherty is founder and MD 
of Giddy Goat Media, specialising 
in comedy production: broadcast, 
online and live. His TV credits 
include Have I Got News For You 

and Never Mind the Buzzcocks. Producer credits 
include Now You’re Asking with Marian Keyes, 
Meet David Sedaris, Prepper (winner: WGGB 
Best Radio Comedy 2019) Chris Neill: Raging 
Enigma, Ashley Blaker: 6.5 Children and Nick 
Revell’s BrokenDreamCatcher (all for BBC Radio 
4), Bravo Two Charlies and The Learners for BBC 
Radio Wales and series of concerts with the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra for BBC Radios 3 and 4.

JON GOWER
Jon Gower has over forty books to 
his name, including The Story of 
Wales which accompanied the 
landmark BBC series, An Island 
Called Smith which won the John 

Morgan Travel Writing Award, and Y Storïwr which 
won the Wales Book of the Year award. He is a 
former BBC Wales arts and media correspondent 
and was presenter of Radio Wales’ arts programme 
First Hand. His next book, Y Diwedd, completes his 
Welsh language crime trilogy and is published in 
September. The Turning Tide: A Biography of the 
Irish Sea, from Harper North is out in February 2023.

CARWYN GRAVES
Carwyn Graves is an author, public 
speaker and gardener from Wales. 
As a father two to young children, 
he is trying to do his bit for future 
generations and the natural world 

by writing about it. His first book, Apples of 
Wales (2018), was written as part of his work to 
help rescue native Welsh varieties of apple with 
the Botanic Garden of Wales. His new book, 
Welsh Food Stories, uncovers the rich but 
neglected tale of traditional Welsh foods, and 
the people and places behind them: not just 
leeks and laverbread.

HORATIO CLARE
Horatio Clare’s first book, Running 
for the Hills, an acclaimed 
account of a Welsh childhood, 
won a Somerset Maugham Award 
and was longlisted for the 

Guardian First Book Award. His subsequent 
books include Down to the Sea in Ships (winner 
of the Dolman Travel Book of the Year), 
Icebreaker: A Voyage Far North¸ The Light in the 
Dark: A Winter Journal and, most recently, Heavy 
Light, an exploration of what we know about 
mental health, and what we do about it. His 
essays and reviews appear regularly in the 
national press and on BBC radio.

BETHAN GWANAS
Bethan Gwanas is the author of 
over 40 books for children and 
adults. Before writing 
professionally, she taught English 
in Nigeria and France and outdoor 

activities in Wales, was a radio producer and 
deputy manager of Gwersyll yr Urdd, Glan-llyn. 
Her first novel, Amdani!, was adapted for TV and 
the stage. She won the Tir na n-Og prize in 2001 
for Llinyn Trôns and in 2003 for Sgôr; the T Llew 
Jones Memorial Prize for a novel for 10-12-year-
olds with Gwylliaid, and was shortlisted for the 
Welsh Book of the Year in 2005 for Hi yw Fy 
Ffrind. She lives near Dolgellau.
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LLOYD LLEWELLYN-JONES
Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones is Professor 
of Ancient History at Cardiff 
University. He specialises in 
Achaemenid Persia, Near Eastern 
and Greek socio-cultural history 

and in the reception of antiquity in popular 
culture. He is the Director of the Ancient Iran 
program at the British Institute of Persian Studies 
and the general editor of Edinburgh Studies in 
Ancient Persia. Born in South Wales and educated 
in Hull and Cardiff, Lloyd travels extensively 
throughout Asia and the Middle East, and has 
acted as historical consultant for Hollywood 
movies and TV documentaries. His history of the 
Persian Empire, Persians: The Age of the Great 
Kings, was published in April 2022. 

PATRICK LAURIE
Patrick Laurie is a farmer and 
freelance journalist, the author of 
The Black Grouse and the 
bestselling Native: Life in a 
Vanishing Landscape, shortlisted 

for the Wainwright Prize for Nature Writing in 
2020. His blog, Working for Grouse, is visited by 
over 30,000 visitors each year. As well as writing, 
he runs a small farm in the Galloway hills and 
works on a number of projects which support 
conservation on farmland.

ROGER MORGAN-GRENVILLE
Roger Morgan-Grenville’s career 
started in the army, then at a 
small kitchenware company 
before he became a full-time 
writer, based in West Sussex. His 

most recent books combine memoir with 
nature, including Liquid Gold: Bees and the 
Pursuit of Midlife Honey; Shearwater: A Bird, an 
Ocean and a Long Way Home, and Taking 
Stock: A Journey Among Cows, published in June 
2022. He is also author of the acclaimed blog, 
Old Enough to Know Better and two books 
based on his exploits as the passionate, stalwart 
of roving amateur cricket club, The Winchester 
Hunters: Not Out First Ball and Unlimited Overs. 

CLAIRE MAHONEY
Claire Mahoney grew up in Cardiff 
where she began her career as a 
journalist at Cardiff Journalism 
School before moving to London. 
On her return to Cardiff in 2007 

she set up a design and editorial agency, 
Dovetail Communications. Her work has been 
featured in The Independent, The Guardian and 
The Western Mail among others. She has been a 
regular contributor on BBC Radio Wales. She 
also blogs on 60s fashion and music. Her book, 
Welsh Mod: Our Story documents the mod 
subculture in Wales from the 60s to the present 
day. She is also the editor of Detail magazine. 

FRIEDA HUGHES
Frieda Hughes is a painter and 
poet. She has written several 
children’s books, eight collections 
of poetry, articles for magazines 
and newspapers, and was The 

Times Poetry columnist from 2006 – 2008. She 
has judged numerous poetry competitions, 
including for the Forward Prizes for Poetry and 
for the National Poetry Competition. Her poems 
have appeared in publications such as The New 
Yorker, The Paris Review, The London Magazine, 
The Guardian, The Telegraph, The Times, The 
Spectator, Tatler, Thumbscrew, and Agenda. 
Frieda’s selected poetry collection, Out of the 
Ashes, was published in 2018 by Bloodaxe Books. 
She resides in Wales with owls and motorbikes.

SOPHIE HANNAH
Sophie Hannah is a bestselling 
writer of crime fiction, published 
in forty-nine languages and 
fifty-one territories. In 2014, with 
the blessing of Agatha Christie’s 

family and estate, Sophie published a new Poirot 
novel, The Monogram Murders, and has since 
gone on to publish three more. She is also the 
author of bestselling crime thrillers, including 
2022’s The Couple at the Table, and collections 
of short stories and poetry. She is Course Director 
of the University of Cambridge’s Master’s in Crime 
and Thriller Writing and founder of the DREAM 
AUTHOR coaching programme for writers. She 
lives in Cambridge, where she is an Honorary 
Fellow of Lucy Cavendish College.

6 Monty Lit Fest 2022



ALIX NATHAN
Alix Nathan was born in London 
and educated there and at York 
University. She has lived in the US 
and Germany and is now based in 
the Welsh Marches. She has 

published three children’s books and written 
about Christina Rossetti and the 18th century 
writer and notorious beauty, Mary Robinson. 
More recently, she has concentrated on adult 
fiction, her short stories appearing in Ambit, 
London Magazine, New Welsh Review and read 
on Radio 4. Her collection of short fiction, His 
Last Fire, was published 2014, followed by the 
novels The Flight of Sarah Battle (2015), The 
Warlow Experiment (2019) and her latest, Sea 
Change, in 2021. 

MIKE PARKER
Mike Parker is the bestselling 
author of On the Red Hill, a Wales 
Book of the Year and Highly 
Commended for the Wainwright 
Prize for Nature Writing in 2020, as 

well other books including Map Addict, The Wild 
Rover, and Mapping the Roads. He was also the 
co-author of the first five editions of the Rough 
Guide to Wales. He has written and presented 
several series of travelogues for ITV Wales, has 
worked on numerous other TV and radio 
programmes, and occasionally performs as a 
stand-up comedian and actor. Born and bred in 
the Midlands, Mike now lives near Machynlleth.

M. WYNN THOMAS OBE
M. Wynn Thomas OBE is Professor 
of English and Emyr Humphreys 
Chair of Welsh Writing in English 
at Swansea University. He is a 
Fellow of the British Academy 

and of the Learned Society of Wales, Chair of the 
Books Council of Wales and a former Vice 
President of the Learned Society of Wales. The 
author of two studies of Whitman, he has 
published two dozen studies of the two 
literatures of Wales, including All That is Wales, 
a Welsh Book of the Year in 2019, and, in 2021, 
The History of Wales in 12 Poems. 

RHYS MWYN
Rhys Mwyn is a musician, writer, 
archaeologist and broadcaster. As 
a music manager, agent, publicist, 
Record Label and promoter, he 
has worked with acts as varied as 

Catatonia, The Rich Kids, Viv Albertine (The Slits), 
Y Cyrff and Datblygu. He previously played bass 
guitar in the Welsh Punk band, Anhrefn and 
established the record label Recordiau Anhrefn. 
Rhys is a regular contributor to Yr Herald 
Gymraeg and Llafar Gwlad, has published his 
autobiography Cam i’r Tywyllch (Y Lolfa) and 
written three Welsh language books on Welsh 
Archaeology (Carreg Gwalch). Montgom eryshire 
born, he now lives in Caernarfon.

SIONED WILIAM
Sioned Wiliam comes from Barry. 
She is the author of the novels, Dal 
i Fynd, Chwynnu and Cicio’r Bar 
and has a fourth book Y Gwyliau 
coming out this Autumn. Sioned 

began her television and radio career at the BBC, 
before becoming an independent producer. Her 
credits include Tonight with Jonathan Ross, Game 
On, Big Train and Yonderland. She also produced 
iDot and exec produced Rhestr Nadolig Wil for 
Boom/S4C. She has been nominated for a Bafta 
award three times and won a British Comedy 
Award and a Bronze Rose at Montreux for Big 
Train in 1999. She has also worked as a 
Commissioning Editor for ITV and BBC Radio 4. 

ELOISE WILLIAMS
Eloise Williams grew up in South 
Wales where she spent her time 
playing in the ruins of a castle and 
searching for Narnia. She 
odd-jobbed her way through 

college then worked for ten years as an actor, 
bartender, teacher, before studying for an MA in 
Creative Writing. Now a successful author, she also 
teaches creative writing. Eloise’s novels have won 
the Wales Arts Review Young People’s Book of the 
Year, the YBB Book Award, the Wolverhampton 
Children’s Book Award and have been shortlisted 
for the Wales Book of the Year Award, the Tir na 
n-Og Awards and the NE Book Awards. She was 
the inaugural Children’s Laureate Wales 2019-21.
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WWW.MONTGOMERYVINEYARD.CO.UK

AWARD WINNING
SIGNATURE WINES OF WALES

Community Foundation Wales
communityfoundationwales.org.uk

Millennium Stadium Charitable Trust
millenniumstadiumtrust.org.uk

Literature Wales
literaturewales.org

The Davies Trust

Monty Lit Fest is grateful to the following 
grant giving organisations for their support:

MontyGrants_120x85mm.indd   1 13/05/2022   10:51
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Torri tir newydd, neu ail-aredig cae 
ffrwythlon? Ar ôl dathlu llwyddiant 
dy nofel, be’ nesaf?  Gwrando ar eich 
darllenwyr sy’n methu aros i glywed 
mwy am y cymeriadau maen nhw’n 
eu hoffi, neu ddatblygu syniadau 
hollol newydd?  Bethan Gwanas a 
Sioned Wiliam yn trafod dilyniannau, 
dargyfeiriadau a disgwyliadau efo 
Myfanwy Alexander.

VENUE:   Montgomery Town Hall 

TIME: 7.00 – 7.45pm

TICKETS:  £10.00 (includes a free drink)

VENUE:  The Dragon Hotel 

TIME: 6.00 – 6.45pm

TICKETS: £8.00

Join us for an a fascinating evening 
of readings and conversation in the 
company of the painter, poet and 
writer, Frieda Hughes. Tickets for the 
event include a free glass of wine (or 
soft drink if you prefer), courtesy of 
event sponsor Montgomery Vineyard.

AN EVENING 
WITH FRIEDA 
HUGHES

FRIDAY, 10TH JUNE 2022 FRIDAY, 10TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
BRIAN AND PAM EAVES

SPONSORED BY 
MONTGOMERY VINEYARD

SGWENNU, A 
SGWENNU MWY
Myfanwy Alexander, Bethan Gwanas 
a Sioned Wiliam 
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Gasm Drinks have combined the nation’s two 
favourite drinks, gin and fi zz, and created a 
delicious cocktail in three delicious fl avours: 
Sloberry, Plum and Raspberry

“Kir Royale with a gin kick”
says an expert

“Deliciousness in a glass”
says a non expert!

gasmdrinks.co.uk 

Champagne-style 
cocktails from 
Gasm Drinks
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For Rhys Mwyn, growing up in 
1970s Llanfair Caereinion, punk 
rock opened up a new world of 
possibilities. A few years later, 
in Cardiff, the mod revival was 
capturing the imagination of Claire 
Mahoney. Since then, both have 
lived the cultural life these musical 
movements represent, Rhys through 
his band, Anhrefn, and his record 
label, Anhrefn Records, Claire as 
author of the book, Welsh Mod: Our 
Story. The MLF Late Lounge will 
bring them together to share their 
stories and play the music that 
continues to inspire them.

VENUE: Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 10.00 – 10.45am

TICKETS:  £8.00

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall, with bar

TIME: 8.00pm until late

TICKETS: £8.00

Traditional crime writing is 
undergoing something of a resurgence 
at the moment, and Janice Hallett’s 
bestselling first two novels , The 
Appeal and The Twyford Code, have 
contributed much to this new-found 
interest. Join us as we talk to her 
about why her books have struck 
such a chord with readers, and how 
her experience as a magazine editor, 
playwright and screenwriter have 
shaped her ability to craft such 
ingenious whodunnits.

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH JANICE 
HALLETT

FRIDAY, 10TH JUNE 2022 SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
GASM DRINKS

SPONSORED BY 
TANNERS WINE MERCHANTS

MONTY LIT FEST 
LATE LOUNGE
with Claire Mahoney 
and Rhys Mwyn 
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We all love a laugh, whether we’re 
reading a darkly comic novel, 
listening to a radio comedy show or 
chuckling at the latest TV sitcom. 
It’s easy, though, to underestimate 
the skill involved in crafting prose or 
scripts that will really hit home and 
tickle that funny bone. Join comedy 
producer Steve Doherty and a panel 
of comedy writers to explore just 
what it takes to make us laugh. 

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 12.00 – 12.45pm

TICKETS: Free for children, £5 for adults

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 11.00 – 11.45am

TICKETS: £8.00

In a special session for children and 
their parents, you’ll discover the 
enduring power of the tales of The 
Mab. Join the editors of the latest 
re-imagining of these thrilling Welsh 
tales, a new dual-language re-telling 
especially for young people. Eloise 
Williams and Matt Brown will tell us 
all about these age-old stories and 
how they’ve been re-told for a new 
generation of readers. 

Suitable for children aged 8+ and they must be 

accompanied by an adult. Up to four children will be 

admitted free with every adult ticket purchased.

THE MAB: 
CHILDREN’S 
SESSION 
with Matt Brown 
and Eloise Williams

SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022 SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
HUGHES ARCHITECTS

WRITING 
COMEDY 
with Myfanwy Alexander, 
Steve Doherty, Janice Hallett 
and Sioned Wiliam
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Chwilio  Search
NPTCGROUP

NPTCMae Grŵp
Colegau

G Y R S I A U 
Amser Llawn a Rhan-amser
Lefel
Sylfaen

Cymwysterau
Uwch

Graddau ar 
garreg eich drws
Cyrsiau Galwedigaethol 
Datblygiad Proffesiynol
                         Prentisiaethau

GWNEWCH
GAIS ‘NAWR

NPTC Group of Colleges 
offers a range of

Full-time & Part-time
C O U R S E S
Foundation 
Level 

Higher 
Qualifications 

Degrees on 
your Doorstep
Vocational Courses
Professional Development
                         Apprenticeships

APPLY NOW

yn cynnig
detholiad o
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Join author, producer and former 
Radio 4 commissioner, Sioned 
Wiliam, and Monty Lit Fest’s very 
own Myfanwy Alexander, as they 
share their tips for what makes a 
good listen. In a practical, hands-on 
workshop, they’ll explore the skills 
needed to draw those pictures and 
craft writing that’s tailor-made for 
a very singular medium. Spaces are 
limited (15 people maximum).

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 1.00 – 1.45 pm

TICKETS:  £8.00

VENUE:  The Den at The Dragon Hotel

TIME: 12.30 – 1.30pm

TICKETS:  £10.00

In conversation with fellow writer 
and historian, Jon Gower, M Wynn 
Thomas delves into the Welsh poetic 
tradition from the seventh century 
to the present day, identifying 12 
poems that, down the centuries, 
have brought different aspects of the 
Welsh past into focus. We’ll hear how 
he tackled the unenviable task of 
selecting his 12, how they encapsulate 
Welsh history and also a selection of 
the poems themselves, both in Welsh 
and English.

THE HISTORY 
OF WALES IN 
12 POEMS
M Wynn Thomas in 
conversation with Jon Gower

SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022 SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
NPTC GROUP OF COLLEGES

HOW TO WRITE 
FOR RADIO
A session for aspring writers
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First and foremost, we would like to wish this 
year’s Monty Lit Fest every success.

The bookshop, in one of Montgomery’s oldest 
buildings, is open between Wednesday and 
Saturday each week so do come in to say ‘hello’ 
and to browse our ever-changing selection of fiction 
and non-fiction books in both English and Welsh.

T H E 
BOOKSHOP 
M O N TG O M E RY

SIOP 
LYFRAU
T R E FA L DW Y N

TEL: 01686 668450

9 ARTHUR STREET, 
MONTGOMERY, 
SY15 6RA

Diolch o galon i 
gwsmeriaid o bell 
ac agos sydd wedi 
ein cefnogi dros 
y ddwy flynedd 
ddiwethaf.

“

”

Many thanks to 
customers from 
near and far who 
have supported 
us over the past 
two years.

“

”
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What do we think about when we 
think about Welsh food? Leeks? 
Laverbread? Mam’s cawl? But what 
about the landscape? The people and 
places who grow and make it? Our 
history? By showcasing nine foods 
closely associated with Welsh culture 
– from bread, butter and cockles 
to apples, salt and chips – Carwyn 
Graves takes us on a gastronomic 
journey through the history of food 
in Wales, bringing us right up to 
date with the producers who are 
continuing – or re-establishing – 
traditions that have helped to make 
Wales the country it is. 

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 3.00 – 3.45pm

TICKETS: £8.00

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 2.00 – 2.45 pm

TICKETS:  £8.00

Fiction based on real or imagined 
historical events continues to 
populate the bestseller lists and 
resonate with a wide range of readers. 
At the same time, our thinking 
about history is increasingly taking 
into account the once-forgotten 
perspective of the women who have 
lived through both ordinary and 
extraordinary times. Join novelists 
Hope Adams and Alix Nathan as they 
talk about why they have chosen 
historical events and themes for their 
recent writing and the particular joys 
and challenges of doing so from a 
female perspective. 

WRITING 
HERSTORY
with Hope Adams 
and Alix Nathan

SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022 SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
LUNED AND DAVID CORSER

WELSH FOOD 
STORIES 
with Carwyn Graves

SPONSORED BY 
DESTINATION 
MONTGOMERY
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01938 552260 • sales@wpg-group.com

www.wpg-group.com

We also offer Eco-Friendly Print Options!

WELSHPOOL PRINTING GROUP

aLitho & Digital Printing

aSignage & Graphics

aPersonalised Workwear

aPromotional Products

aTrophies & Awards

aDirect Mail Service

Your Complete
Print Solution

We also offer Eco-Friendly Print Options!

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
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The Great Kings of Persia ruled over 
the largest Empire of antiquity. As 
with so many ancient civilisations, 
our understanding of the Persian 
Empire has been skewed by the 
writers who came after. Hear from 
Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, who wants to 
set the story straight with his new 
authentic ‘Persian version’ of the Age 
of the Great Kings.

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall, with bar

TIME: 8.00pm

TICKETS:  £2.00 per person/£10.00 team of six

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 4.00 – 4.45pm

TICKETS:  £8.00

As well as being a bestselling author, 
Marcus Berkmann is also the deviser 
of fiendish quizzes. Join us for 
Monty Lit Fest’s very own Saturday 
Night Quiz, where we can pit our 
wits against Marcus in the glorious 
surroundings of Montgomery Town 
Hall. Come with a team already 
formed, or join one on the night. But 
be prepared for much head-scratching 
and brain taxing. 

MONTY LIT 
FEST’S BIG 
QUIZ NIGHT
with Marcus Berkmann

SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022 SATURDAY, 11TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
EVABUILD

SPONSORED BY 
WELSHPOOL PRINTING GROUP

PERSIANS: 
THE AGE OF THE 
GREAT KINGS 
with Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones
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Serving the businesses and people of Powys Mid Wales 
and the Shropshire borders for over 170 years

PROUD SPONSORS OF MONTY LIT FEST 2022

harrisonsllp.com
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Meet local author, Mike Parker, 
and hear about his long and varied 
writing career based on a strong and 
enduring sense of place – whether 
that’s guidebooks or narrative non-
fiction like his 2019 book, On the Red 
Hill, which has struck such a chord 
with readers. As an Englishman 
settled in an old farmhouse in the 
mwynder Maldwyn (‘the mellowness 
of Montgomeryshire’), we also find 
out why being ‘half and half’ is such 
a privilege for a writer and why he 
considers himself to be Cymro o 
ddewis – a Welshman by choice. 

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 11.00 – 11.45am

TICKETS: £8.00

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 10.00 – 10.45am

TICKETS: £8.00

Now we understand that wellbeing 
and mental health are parts of every 
life, what do we know about trauma, 
breakdown, treatment and healing? 
Can we talk and write about them 
in ways that are helpful, revealing, 
rewarding, uplifting, even funny? 
Horatio Clare had a breakdown in 
2018. His book, Heavy Light, tells the 
story of what happens when we fall 
apart, how we are treated and how 
we might be healed.  We’ll hear from 
Horatio his thoughts on what we 
know about mental health, and what 
we do about it.

HEAVY LIGHT 
WITH HORATIO 
CLARE

SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022 SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
TANAT VALLEY COACHES

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH MIKE 
PARKER

SPONSORED BY 
HARRISONS SOLICITORS
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Taking the 
rural view 
in market 
research
www.fmresearch.co.uk

07487 510407
hello@fmresearch.co.uk

PROUD SPONSORS OF

FieldMouse_120x85_ad.indd   1 08/04/2022   10:31
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As writers go, Sophie Hannah has her 
work cut out. Not only is she master 
of the psychological thriller, she also 
walks in the footsteps of Agatha 
Christie, penning new Hercule Poirot 
novels. Not to mention her poetry, 
short stories and non-fiction too. Join 
us in conversation with Sophie to 
find out more about her writing life, 
her latest thriller, what it’s like to re-
imagine such a classic detective and 
what’s next on the horizon for her. 

VENUE:  The Dragon Hotel Bistro

TIME: 12.30 – 1.30pm

TICKETS: £10.00 (not including lunch)

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 12.00 – 12.45pm

TICKETS: £8.00

A hands-on workshop for aspiring 
writers, run by Jon Gower and 
Myfanwy Alexander, regular writers 
for taste.blas, the magazine and 
website devoted to Welsh food.  
Participants will choose from The 
Dragon Hotel’s Sunday lunch menu, 
tucking in while they’re guided 
through the process of writing an 
impactful review – and then having 
a go themselves. The best review 
will be published in taste.blas
itself. Spaces are limited (15 people 
maximum).

Sunday lunch is not included within the ticket price. 

Payment can be made on the day and costs £13.95 for 1 

course, £18.95 for 2 courses or £23.95 for three courses.

HOW TO WRITE 
ABOUT FOOD
A session for aspiring writers

SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022 SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
SWG GROUP

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH SOPHIE 
HANNAH
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Patrick Laurie’s native Galloway is 
one of the most isolated and insular 
parts of the British Isles. While 
working on his family cattle farm 
there, he reconnects with an ancient 
rural heritage, lamenting the passing 
of a way of life that bound together 
people, cattle and wild birds, but 
has now fallen prey to depopulation 
and commercial forest – with all that 
implies for native species such as 
the curlew. Hear from Patrick as he 
shares his story with Fieldwork Book 
Club’s Adam Bedford. 

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 2.00 – 2.45pm

TICKETS: £8.00

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 1.00 – 1.45pm

TICKETS: £8.00

For many of us, Britain is countryside 
– drystone walls, stiles, sheep on 
a distant hillside. But farmers 
themselves often remain a mystery. 
In Field Work Bella Bathurst brings 
to life the people who shape our 
countryside and put food on our 
tables. From fruit farmers to fallen 
stock operators, from grassy uplands 
to polytunnels, she journeys through 
Britain to talk to those on the far 
side of the fence. In conversation 
with Fieldwork Book Club’s Adam 
Bedford, she’ll tell us what she found. 

FIELD WORK WITH 
BELLA BATHURST
in conversation with 
Adam Bedford

SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022 SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
MELLINGTON HALL

SPONSORED BY 
FIELD MOUSE

NATIVE WITH 
PATRICK LAURIE
in conversation with 
Adam Bedford
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We have 
buyers in 
abundance.

Contact us to arrange a free market 
appraisal on your home this Spring: 

We’re Your Property Experts...
www.mccartneys.co.uk

Welshpool O�ce:
01938 531000

Newtown O�ce:
01686 623123

NO SALE
NO FEE
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01686 623123
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In his latest book, Roger Morgan 
takes a look at man’s second-best 
friend: the cow. Working as a labourer 
on a local beef farm, Roger takes 
stock of the contribution cows have 
made – and continue to make – to the 
lives humans lead, and how our future 
relationships with them can, and 
should, play out. In conversation with 
his agent, Clare Grist Taylor, Roger 
will also take stock of his writing life, 
how he has learnt to navigate the 
world of publishing, his relationship 
with both Clare and his publisher, and 
how he has developed into a full-time 
writer and campaigner. 

VENUE: Montgomery Cricket Club 

TIME: 4.30 – 5.15pm

TICKETS: £8.00

VENUE:  Montgomery Town Hall

TIME: 3.00 – 3.45pm

TICKETS: £8.00

Cricket is a sport that lends itself to 
anecdote and storytelling. From the 
humblest village green to the first 
day of a Test Match at Lords, the 
game comes with its own routines 
and rituals, characters and culture. 
Keen amateur cricketers and 
authors, Marcus Berkman and Roger 
Morgan-Grenville take to the wicket 
at Montgomery Cricket Ground at 
Lymore to share their own tales of 
a life in cricket, both as participants 
and writers. Cricket teas will be 
served by Montgomery Cricket Club. 

A donation towards cricket tea is 

requested on the day with proceeds 

given to Montgomery Cricket Clubs.

MONTY LIT 
FEST’S LITERARY 
CRICKET TEA 
with Marcus Berkmann and 
Roger Morgan-Grenville

SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022 SUNDAY, 12TH JUNE 2022

SPONSORED BY 
MCCARTNEYS

SPONSORED BY 
ROGER PARRY & PARTNERS

TAKING STOCK 
with Roger Morgan-Grenville 
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Sgwennu, a sgwennu mwy

In conversation with Janice Hallett

In conversation with Mike Parker

In conversation with Sophie Hannah

Native with Patrick Laurie

Taking Stock with Roger Morgan-Grenville

The Mab (children’s session)

The History of Wales in 12 Poems

Writing Herstory with Hope Adams and Alix Nathan

Monty Lit Fest’s Big Quiz Night

Monty Lit Fest Late Lounge

An evening with Frieda Hughes

Writing comedy

Heavy Light with Horatio Clare

How to write about food: a session for aspiring writers

Field Work with Bella Bathurst

Monty Lit Fest’s Literary Cricket Tea

How to write for radio: a session for aspiring writers

Welsh Food Stories with Carwyn Graves

Persians with Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones

The Dragon Hotel 

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Town Hall

Dragon Hotel Bistro

Town Hall

Cricket Club

The Dragon Hotel 

Town Hall

Town Hall

6.00pm

10.00am

10.00am

12.00pm

1.00pm

3.00pm

12.00pm

1.00pm

3.00pm

8.00pm

8.00pm

7.00pm

11.00am

11.00am

12.30pm

2.00pm

4.30pm

12.30pm

2.00pm

4.00pm

FRIDAY 10TH JUNE 2022

SATURDAY 11TH JUNE 2022

SUNDAY 12TH JUNE 2022

Buy tickets now from www.montylitfest.com


